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Summer Newsletter 2011 
for members, parents, guardians and tutors
Rehearsals
Very many thanks for everyone’s hard work over the past year and we do hope you are enjoying your summer holidays. It’s not long now before the start of the autumn term and I can confirm that rehearsals will be taking place on 

· September 16th  (including a meeting for all players and tutors), 23rd, 30th
· October 7th, 14th
· November 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
· December 2nd, 9th.

The Trust is also arranging a meeting for parents during the autumn term, date and venue to be confirmed.

Please note that parents are not permitted in rehearsal rooms on Friday evenings. If parents need to visit Welshpool High School for any reason then they should make themselves known to our Rehearsal Supervisor, Pam Lyons, who can usually be found in the reception/tuck shop area.
Website
The North Powys Youth Music Trust website has had a facelift over the past couple of months and indeed continues to develop, with facebook and twitter being added shortly. www.northpowysyouthmusic.co.uk will prove a useful resource for you, informing you of concert and rehearsal details, particularly last minute announcements such as having to cancel because of snow! We have been delighted with the service offered by our web designer Mike Slater at art.71.com and have no hesitation in recommending the company to anyone thinking of setting up a website.

North Powys Youth Band Musical Director

Following the departure of Steve Edwards, we are hoping to appoint a new Musical Director by October. In consultation with the Friends of NPYB, plus  the Band and Training Band member reps, advertisements have been placed with a deadline for submission by September 13th. 

Fees

Some fees are still outstanding for 2010/2011, despite several reminders. NPYB, NPYO, Training Band, String Team, Brass Blowers and NPCB would not exist without the financial support of membership subscriptions and so if you are one of those who have another invoice enclosed with this newsletter, we implore you to return your remittance as a matter of urgency please. 

Please turn over
Age limit extended!

For those reaching 18 and devastated at the thought of having to leave the Band, Orchestra or Concert Band, fear not, we have extended the age limit to 21! If players are not heading off to university but plan to remain in the area, they are welcome to continue with NPYMT ensembles. We will be promoting this in the future so potential new members are aware of the new age range. Please contact me for further details.

Parental permission

During the last few rehearsals of the summer, Den Lyons visited each of the ensembles to take photos. We plan to use these photos on the website, with press releases and in a new version of our promotional brochure which will be out later this year. Parents/guardians: If you are not happy for photos of your child to be featured then please let me know asap.

Member representatives

The Band, Training Band, Orchestra and Concert Band now have one female and one male representative each. These reps are actively encouraged to feed ideas and issues from other players in their ensemble through to NPYMT. An extremely productive meeting was held with the reps during the summer term and we are anxious to ensure they continue to play a key role in the Trust’s activities.

2010/2011

It has been an exciting and successful year for NPYMT, particularly with the Band and Orchestra marking their 40th and 50th Anniversaries respectively. Powys County Council stepped in to bridge the very large gap left when the five High Schools withdrew their funding and we are indebted to the Council for their essential and much appreciated support. This funding, along with contributions from the Friends of the Band and Orchestra, has enabled us to continue employing Tutors and Musical Directors for Friday night rehearsals, plus organise free transportation from across the county. New developments this year have included:

· a recruitment drive in the Machynlleth area, with a free minibus being organised for players, plus performance opportunities planned there,

· an emphasis on targeting players of the future, particularly by organising primary school workshops,

· raising the profile of the Trust and its ensembles to encourage new members

· inviting Lady Davies, Mavis Nicholson, Sian Lloyd and Jonathan Ashman to become Patrons of the Trust.  

Future plans

As well as continuing with our activities above, 2011/2012 will also see us:

· further developing the website and producing a new brochure

· undertaking more outreach work with our ensembles. This will include performing in new venues such as hospitals and shops, arranging concerts for the elderly and with charitable groups, offering smaller ensembles out to other musical organisations (choirs etc.) for concert opportunities.

Please note: although we have addressed the envelope to parents/guardians please ensure that our members read the newsletter too.

With very best wishes - enjoy what’s left of the holidays!

Julie Turner 

Please reply to:

Red House, Bettws, Newtown, Powys SY16 3LE

Tel: 01686 610554      Email: julie@turners4.freeserve.co.uk
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