Exciting new initiatives for young musicians in North Powys

September 2010

Dear Sir/Madam,

To mark the beginning of the academic year I am delighted to report on a number of exciting new initiatives being undertaken by the North Powys Youth Music Trust. The Trust organises and pays for weekly rehearsals in Welshpool High School for around 130 young people, who play with the North Powys Youth Band, North Powys Youth Orchestra, Training Band, Brass Blowers, String Team and North Powys Concert Band.  Working in collaboration with the Friends of the Band and Orchestra, additional activities such as concerts, workshops, residential courses and overseas tours take place.
Our first new initiative is that eligibility has been widened and young instrumentalists up to the age of 19 who live anywhere in North Powys are welcome to join, regardless of whether or not they are in education. 

In order also to expand participation, the Trust is actively recruiting new members from the Machynlleth area. Free transportation from Machynlleth to Welshpool for Friday night rehearsals will be starting soon; North Powys Youth Band hopes to perform at Ysgol Bro Ddyfi later this term and a series of brass workshops for primary aged children is being planned. 

Working with Primary Schools is one of the Trust’s main new objectives. Targeting our players of the future from a young age and building a strong base of instrumentalists is now more vital than ever and so additional rehearsals, workshops and concerts will be taking place, right across the county.   

It has recently been confirmed that the five High Schools in North Powys, who have so generously contributed towards the cost of Friday night rehearsals over many years, are unable to continue their financial support. In the light of the current situation facing education within the county, this was not unexpected. To that effect the Trust has been making contingency plans and undertaking additional fundraising. I am pleased to say we are in a strong financial position and able to move forward positively, thanks to increased funding from Powys County Council, to whom we are indebted. 
I would like to publicly thank our Musical Directors, Tutors, Committee Members, Rehearsal Supervisor, Administrator, Welshpool High School and a whole raft of volunteers for the excellent work they do in ensuring our young people have such exciting and rewarding opportunities in Montgomeryshire. If anyone is interested in joining or in finding out more, please contact our Administrator Julie Turner on 01686 610554.
Cllr. Simon Baynes

Chairman, North Powys Youth Music Trust
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